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• 2015 is a very significant year in terms of sustainability  

• SDGs adopted 

• UNCCD COP 

• Paris Climate Change Meeting (COP 21) 

• Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction 

• Mid-Point of UN Decade for Biodiversity 

 

 

THE SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA 



• On July 19, 2014, the Outcome Document was proposed and finalized by the 

Open Working Group.  

  

• The SDGS were formally adopted on  

26 September 2015 as part of the  

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

 

• Comprised of 17 goals and 169 targets 

 

• Biodiversity is featured prominently in: 
• Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development  

• Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss 

• Biodiversity also included in: 

• Goal 2 on food security; Goal 6 on water and sanitation; Goal 12 on sustainable consumption 

and production patterns ; Goal 11 on cities and human settlements; Goal 17 on means of 

implementation 

 

 

THE CBD AND THE SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS 



• COP 12 decision calls on CBD to look at mainstreaming in connection 

with post-2015 agenda and other relevant international processes 
 

• United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) (COP 12) 
• Concept of Land Degradation Neutrality adopted. 

• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

(COP 21) 
• New national targets to be proposed for an agreement aiming to limit GHG emissions  

• Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction 
• Resulted in a forward-looking, action-oriented document to adopt a post-2015 

framework for disaster risk reduction 

• In all Forums, importance of working with business is being recognized 

LINKAGES 

Climate Change, Desertification, Disaster Management  



Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020: 
Adopted 29 October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan during COP-10  



STRATEGIC PLAN AND AICHI TARGETS 
• Parties to the Convention agreed to a Strategic Plan for 2011-2020  

• The Decade of Biodiversity 

• Plan includes 20 specific biodiversity targets (Aichi Targets) arranged 

by 5 strategic goals 

• The Aichi Targets are to be incorporated into National Biodiversity 

Strategic Action Plans (NBSAPs) 

• The Strategic Plan is a globally accepted overarching framework on 

biodiversity for the entire United Nations System and other 

international organizations such as IUCN 



SOME KEY TARGETS 

Target 2: By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have 

been integrated into national and local development and 

poverty reduction strategies and planning processes and 

are being incorporated into national accounting, as 

appropriate, and reporting systems.  

Target 3: By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including 

subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are eliminated, phased 

out or reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative 

impacts, and positive incentives for the conservation and 

sustainable use of biodiversity are developed and 

applied… 

Target 4: By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business 

and stakeholders at all levels have taken steps to achieve 

or have implemented plans for sustainable production 

and consumption and have kept the impacts of use of 

natural resources well within safe ecological limits.  

Target 7: By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture 

and forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring 

conservation of biodiversity. 

Target 8: By 2020, pollution, including from excess 

nutrients, has been brought to levels that are not 

detrimental to ecosystem function and biodiversity. 

Target 16: By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to 

Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 

Benefits Arising from their Utilization is in force and 

operational, consistent with national legislation. 

Target 6: By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and 

aquatic plants are managed and harvested sustainably, 

legally and applying ecosystem based approaches, so 

that overfishing is avoided, recovery plans and measures 

are in place for all depleted species… and the impacts of 

fisheries…are within safe ecological limits. 

Target 20: By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of 

financial resources for effectively implementing the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all 

sources… should increase substantially from the current 

levels.  



Mid-term assessment of progress of 

Implementation of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 

Progress is being made but an 
insufficient rate to reach most 
targets by their deadlines 



Assessment of Progress towards the  

Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

GBO-4 “dashboard” 
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Assessment of Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets: 

STRATEGIC GOAL “A” 

Target Elements Status Comments 



Assessment of Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets: 

STRATEGIC GOAL “B” 

Target Elements Status Comments Target Elements Status Comments 



Assessment of Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets: 

STRATEGIC GOAL “C” 

Target Elements Status Comments 



Assessment of Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets: 

STRATEGIC GOAL “D” 

Target Elements Status Comments 



Assessment of Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets: 

STRATEGIC GOAL “E” 

Target Elements Status Comments 



 
 

• Significant progress towards meeting some components of the majority of the 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets, but is, in most cases, not sufficient  

• Based on current trends, pressures on biodiversity will continue to increase, and 

the status of biodiversity will continue to decline  

• Meeting the Aichi Biodiversity Targets would contribute significantly to broader 

global goals 

• Attaining most of the Targets will require actions including legal or policy 

frameworks, socioeconomic incentives, public and stakeholder engagement, 

monitoring, and enforcement 

• Sectorial and cross-sectorial mainstreaming is key to achieving the targets  

Key Messages from GBO-4 



ENGAGING THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

• The Business Sector is key to the 

success of all of these Agreements 

• All of these issues inter-related and 

inter-dependent 

• The business community must take 

a leading role in implementing 

sustainable practices  

• Must work with partners Globally 

and Nationally 

• Essential to target SMEs and 

businesses not yet convinced 

• Message has to get out to different 

fora as widely as possible 

• There has been progress, but 

there is still a lot left to do 

 

   

 

 

Companies aware and 

working on sustainability 

Companies not aware and/or 

not working on sustainability  



THANK YOU  

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

413 Saint Jacques Street, Suite 800 

Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada 

Tel: +1 514 288 2220 

Fax: + 1 514 288 6588 

Email: secretariat@cbd.int 

www.cbd.int/business  

http://www.cbd.int/business
http://www.cbd.int/business

